EUD-Net - End-User Development - Empowering people to flexibly employ advanced information and communication technology
http://giove.cnuce.cnr.it/eud-net.htm
The low price of computing devices and the increasing availability of Internet connections have made a large percentage of the European population able to and interested in accessing computer-based applications.  Most European citizens have become familiar with the basic functionality and interface of computers. In addition, some results from the research in human-computer interaction and usability have started to penetrate certain product markets, thus improving the levels of usability there.
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However, we believe that while some substantial progress has been made in improving the way users can access interactive software systems, developing applications that effectively support users' goals still requires considerable expertise in programming that cannot be expected from most European citizens. Thus, one fundamental challenge for the coming years is to develop environments that allow people without particular background in programming to develop their own applications, with the ultimate aim of empowering people to flexibly employ advanced information and communication technologies within the future environments of ambient intelligence. 

Over the next few years we will be moving from easy-to-use (which has yet to be completely achieved) to easy-to-develop interactive software systems. 

[image: image2.jpg]


The main purpose of the network of excellence is to help the European Commission to prepare a research agenda in the end-user development field for the next framework and to increase contacts among highly-qualified research centres, both academic and industrial, in order to speed-up the production of innovative ideas and approaches.

During the lifetime of this network, we plan to consolidate and to build on that we have achieved to date. We aim at

promoting end-user development principles and practices through a mix of outreach activities, which include workshops

and participation in major international meetings. Further, having established a Europe-wide community of research

groups in end-user development, we aim at defining the shared vision of the future of RTD in this research area. This

shared vision will provide a focus for European RTD, highlighting our strengths and leading to promotion of European

expertise on the global marketplace.

Consortium: The consortium is composed of the following academic partners: ISTI, CNR, Pisa, Italy; UMIST - Manchester, UK; University of Bari, Italy; FRAUNHOFER-FIT, Sankt Augustin, Germany; University Toulouse 3, France; University Paris-Sud, France; University of Cambridge, UK; University of Oslo, Norway; Blekinge Institute of Technology, Sweden; University of Paderborn, Germany; and the following industrial partners and representatives of application domains: Philips, The Netherlands; CENA, France; Think3, France; Telecom Italia Lab, Italy; Siemens, Germany.
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